Free Discipleship Tools for Prisoners

Loaves & Fishes Magazine:

Loaves & Fishes Report
June / July 2010

Fellowship for Lonely Prisoners

Have you ever tried to imagine how it would feel
to be locked into your house for a whole year, forced
to stay in your bedroom for hours at a time?

Worse yet, imagine being torn from everything
familiar and buried alive behind block walls and razor
wire, with no hope of escape for 5, 10, even 50 years.

I can’t imagine the helplessness of that feeling. But
over two million of our neighbors faced that reality
when they woke up this morning in jails and prisons
across the U.S.

Step into their shoes for a moment. You long for
home. You try to remember what it was like to be
free, to go to work in the morning and return to your
family at night. You dream of holding your child and
embracing your wife. The years ahead look endless.

That’s life in prison, and the people living it face the
same loneliness, discouragement, and condemnation
you or I would.

The good news is that Jesus died for their sins
and He rose again from the dead, so that these 2
million prisoners could be set free in their hearts and
experience the life, hope, and freedom that only He
can give!

We realize the majority of these people are
locked up because of a law they have broken. But we
also care about their pain and need for meaningful
relationships.

Many of them who are seeking after God are young
in the faith and need discipleship and encouragement
to overcome the temptation to sin around and within
them.

continued on other side...

“Your magazine, Loaves & Fishes,
is awesome. It truly is a blessing.
When | was reading the different

poetry, stories, and testimonies
from the different inmates, | was

n

truly fellowshipping.

Sarah Markovitz, York Correctional Institution, Niantic, CT

How $1/day Provides
Encouragement for Prisoners

If 350 people would decide to give $1/day for
the cause of Loaves & Fishes, that would equal
$125,000 every year. Based on the costs of the
latest issue, this would cover the hard costs of
one issue every quarter—our goal!



...continued from other side

And perhaps the biggest encouragement to them
is the example of others who are living in victory, joy,
and peace behind the prison walls!

That’s why we give prisoners an outlet in every
issue of the Loaves & Fishes magazine. “Free on the
Inside” is our section dedicated to prisoner writings.
Poemes, testimonies, and short writings from prisoners
are common in “Free on the Inside.”

Poems and testimonies from Christians in prison are
a special blessing to other inmates because the writers
can identify with them in a way that I can’t. Prisoners
devour these blessings from fellow-inmates and it gives
them a sense of fellowship through the Spirit of God.

We hope to soon have enough funds to print
another issue of Loaves & Fishes. You can help us
spread the message of hope and friendship in Jesus
Christ with a gift of even $1/day.

Let’s work together to point the prisoners to the
life-changing grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Until the night comes,
Lavern Gingerich
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Testimony of Anthony E. Joiner
Dallas County Jail > Dallas, TX
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Nicole Buck > Central California Women's Facility > Chowehilla, CA
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Testimonials From Prisoners

Loaves & Fishes Feedback

“Your book is very inspirational and I would love to
read more. I'm ready to change my life, and I feel
reading your books will lead me in the right direction.”

Keith LeGrand, Smithfield, NC

“Your Loaves & Fishes publication is a real inspiration
for me and helps my drive to study God’s word.
My prayers will include you always.”

Charles Finchum

“I really like Loaves & Fishes. It helps me a lot
and I really enjoy reading the poems. But I read
Loaves & Fishes from a friend. I have sent in three
requests to receive my own book, but for some
reason I still haven't got it.”

Michael McKinney, Fort Worth, TX

“Thank you for producing the book. It is a
tremendous help to me. I pray the Lord Jesus
continue to bless you. Amen!”

Name unknown

“Iread two of your poems for prisoners and I really
thought they enhanced my spiritual walk.... Your
ministry has a powerful impact on my life. Keep up
the good work.”

James Hairelson, Duncan Unit, Diboll, TX

Stay Connected

Blog: For photos and news updates, read our blog at
LighthousePublishing.org/blog.

eNews: To subscribe to e-mail updates and prayer
requests, send your request to
enews@lighthousepublishing.org.

Donations

Donations to Lighthouse Publishing are not
tax-deductible. If you need a tax-deductible receipt,
write your check to Pikeville Christian Fellowship and
memo it Loaves & Fishes.
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